TO STUDENTS

I have always cultivated close contact with them (the stu-
dents). They know me and I know them. They have given me
service, Many ex-collegians are my esteemed co-workers. I know
that they are the hope of the future. In the heyday of non-co-
operation they were invited to leave their schools and colleges.
Some professors and students who responded to the Congress
call ha^e remained steadfast and gained much for the country
and themselves. The call has not been repeated for there is not
the atmosphere for it. But experience has shown that the lure
of the current education, though it is false and unnatural, is too
much for the youth of the country. College education provides
a career. It is a passport for entrance to the charmed circle.
Pardonable hunger for knowledge cannot be satisfied otherwise
than by going through the usual rut. They do not mind the
waste of precious years in acquiring knowledge of an utterly
foreign language which takes the place of the mother tongue.
The sin of it is never felt. They and their teachers have made
up their minds that the indigenous languages are useless for
gaining access to modern thought and the modern sciences, I
wonder how the Japanese are faring. For, their education, I
understand, is all given in Japanese. The Chinese Generalissimo
knows very little, if anything, of English.

But such as the students are, it is from these young mer
and women that the future leaders of the nation are to rise
Unfortunately they are acted upon by every variety of in-
fluences. Non-violence offers them little attraction. A blow foi
a blow or two for one is an easily understandable proposition
It seems to yield immediate result though momentary. It is ;
never-ending trial of brute strength as we see in time of wa
among brutes or among human beings. Appreciation of nor)
violence means patient research and still more patient and diffi
cult practice, I have not entered the list of competitors lo
the students' hand, for the reasons that have dictated my <
about Kisans and Labour, But I am myself a fellc
using the word in its broader sense, My
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